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Dear American Baptist Leaders, 
The world has changed dramatically in the last 2 years. Communities around 

the world have been both socially and economically affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. That impact has been felt even more deeply in the most vulnerable 
communities and in those affected by other disasters. 

Wildfires continue to get worse year after year in the U.S. and Canada, and the 
same is true in Europe. Severe drought affects communities around the world, 
making safe water even more difficult to access in a time when it is needed more 
than ever to stop the spread of disease. Earthquakes have destroyed homes, 
lives, and livelihoods in many global locations. And conflict continues to uproot 
families and communities, forcing more people to be displaced. In the past 
year alone, we have witnessed this in places like Myanmar, Afghanistan, and 
elsewhere in the Middle East. 

Even so, through your support for One Great Hour of Sharing: Love remains. 
In the midst of much uncertainty and suffering, One Great Hour of Sharing 
continues to be a tangible expression of love—walking with communities in times 
of crisis. 

Love responds.
Love rebuilds.
Love remembers.
Together, we provide immediate relief and long-term recovery support after 

disasters; equip churches and leaders in disaster preparedness measures; offer 
assistance to displaced people; and support global development projects that 
empower communities around the world to thrive. Our partners have persisted 
in this life-saving work despite the challenges of the pandemic and in the face 
of other disasters and humanitarian crises that continue to escalate in frequency 
and severity. 

We are called to witness to this gospel truth: despite evidence to the contrary, 
even in the most difficult of circumstances, love remains. When you give to One 
Great Hour of Sharing you put love into action. Your giving shares faith, hope and 
love all around the world. But the greatest of these is love.

In grateful partnership, 

Lisa Rothenberger-Winter
World Relief Officer

Love remains  
A Letter from Your World Relief Officer

And now these three remain:  
faith, hope and love.  

But the greatest of these is love.   
1 Cor. 13:13
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The world changed when Jesus rose from the dead. 
Jesus’ victory over the power of death made possible 
a new and very different way to be human in the world. 
The way of love.

When we are ruled by death and the fear of death, 
humans live by the rule of “not enough.” We strive 
to accumulate resources in an ultimately-fruitless 
scramble to accomplish enough, to have enough, to be 
enough. Enough so that we will not simply disappear 
under the waves of death. 

Jesus lived an entirely different script. While even his 
closest followers continued to scrap for position at the 
top of the heap, Jesus freely gave up position, prestige 
and even life itself, for the sake of the least of those 
around him. And for us all. Jesus invites us to trust in 
his victory, to look beyond death into eternity and to 
choose to put our lives at the service of others, just as 
he did. Jesus invites us to love, just as he did.

Years later, Paul worked with a community in the Greek 
city of Corinth that was struggling to live in accordance 
with the good news of what God had done in Jesus. 
They had heard the news and embraced it. Their lives 
had begun to be transformed. They had come together 
in an unprecedented community of differents: gentile 
and Jew, free and slave, male and female, rich and 
poor. This was a community called into being by the 
resurrection of Jesus. 

But they struggled. It was easy to fall back on patterns 
they had lived before they heard the good news. They 
let those patterns frame the ways they used even the 
striking spiritual gifts they had received in Jesus: Who 
were the “truly spiritual” ones? Whose gifts were the 

most important? Who was “enough”… and who wasn’t? 
So, Paul called them back to the way of Jesus, the 
“more excellent way” of love. In Christ they had been 
set free from the fear of death and “not being enough” 
in order to give away their gifts, their time, their 
resources—their very lives—in the way of Jesus. The way 
of love.

Living in love and living by love does not mean there 
are no tensions, disagreements, or conflicts. The 
challenges in the Corinthian church are testimonies to 
the truth that living and loving in community can be 
difficult and messy at times. But we are no longer to be 
defined by these very natural elements of life. We are 
to be defined by love, by the realization that we belong 
to one another far more profoundly than anything 
that separates or divides us. We are members of one 
another, members of a single body in Christ.

One Great Hour of Sharing is all about living out the 
way of love, the way of giving, the way of Christ. Set 
free from the scramble to preserve or exalt ourselves, 
we put time, energy and resources at the service of 
those around us, near and far. Gifts to One Great Hour 
of Sharing resurrect dreams and (re)construct spaces 
for new dreams to happen. When you give, you show 
that love is more than just a word; your generosity 
is the embodiment of our connection to sisters and 
brothers that extends across space and time.

Love is generous and compassionate. Love is action. 
Love goes the extra mile. Love responds to need. 
Love makes a difference. Love joins hands. Love works 
together. Love hikes up and down hills. Love is resilient. 
Love is acts big and small. Love gives.

Theme Interpretation:  
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV)

And now these three remain:  
faith, hope and love.  

But the greatest of these is love.   
1 Cor. 13:13
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Guide to Your Promotional Materials

2022 Planning and Resource Guide
Inside you will find great content to help you 
promote the offering. Each page is perforated to be 
removed and distributed to those who can help build 
enthusiasm for the offering—the pastor, worship team, 
teachers, etc.

Video
There is one new video, “Love…” to use in the 
promotion of One Great Hour of Sharing. The video 
runtime is 1:10.

Visit http://abc-oghs.org/resources/media-videos to 
download the new video and videos from prior years. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Poster 
(available in English and Spanish)
Create a prominent display with the poster. 
Call attention to the poster each week through 
announcements in worship and Sunday school hours 
and in newsletters. 

Your box of resources 
includes the following items.

Printed Bulletin Insert 
Use this fold-over bulletin insert as an educational 
resource in worship, in your newsletter, and at meals 
and meetings. 

Offering Envelopes (available in English & Spanish)
Distribute envelopes generously. Include them in a 
letter from your pastor to all members and friends, in 
pews and Sunday bulletins. Put envelopes in several 
places to make it easy for people to give when it is most 
convenient. 

Coin Boxes
Children and adults can use them. More than simply 
coin boxes, use the boxes to collect folded paper 
money and even checks! Announce the date when 
offering boxes should be returned and dedicate the 
monies received during Sunday school or worship. 

If you need additional quantities,  
call Claudia Wong at 610-768-2304 or  
email cwong@internationalministries.org.

http://abc-oghs.org/resources/media-videos
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PREPARE! (During April)
Review all promotion resources;  
order additional quantities if needed by calling 
Claudia Wong at 610-768-2304 or email  
cwong@internationalministries.org.

 � Involve others! Share the individual resources 
found in the 2022 Planning and Resource Guide 
with the pastor, the worship team, teachers, etc. as 
appropriate.

 � Choose a leadership team if you need one. 
 � With your leadership team, set a realistic, but 
challenging, offering goal. Challenge your 
congregation to reflect on 1 Corinthians 13:13.

 � Set a date(s) when you will receive the offering. Put 
this date on your church calendar.

 � Be creative! Plan promotional activities to involve 
people of all ages. Ask teachers to use the materials 
in the weeks leading up to the offering.

 � Familiarize yourself with each of the promotional 
pieces:
• 2022 Planning and Resource Guide
• New Video: “Love…” with a RT of 1:10 visit 

http://abc-oghs.org/resources/media-videos 
• Poster
• Printed bulletin inserts
• Offering coin boxes
• Offering envelopes

EDUCATE AND PROCLAIM! (During May)

 � Know what the offering is and what it provides. Yes, 
OGHS is a tangible way American Baptists provide 
for the human needs of our world. The offering 
provides:
• Emergency relief available 24 hours a day, 7 days 

a week for urgent or acute needs brought about 
by disasters of natural or human origin;

• Development projects focused on meeting 
chronic human need by enabling individuals or 
groups to establish or maintain a more adequate 
quality of life; and

• Ministries to displaced persons focused on 
holistic ministry to immigrants, refugees, asylum 
seekers, and migrants—those within the U.S. and 
around the world who find themselves someplace 
other than what they have known to be home.

 � Include announcements and mission stories in your 
newsletter. 

 � Make sure offering envelopes are in the pew racks 
each week.

 � Display the offering poster in a prominent place. Set 
up a visual display to track the offering. Update your 
display each week. 

 � Enclose bulletin inserts in weekly bulletins. Create 
additional bulletin inserts by photocopying the 
Mission Stories found in this guide.

 � Distribute coin boxes to children or the entire 
congregation.

Promotion Checklist

Continued on next page

Thanks for saying “Yes!” to coordinating 
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
for your congregation. 

Here are some tips that we 
hope are helpful to you.

http://abc-oghs.org/resources/media-videos
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WORSHIP! (During June)

 � Personalize the offering with a testimony from a 
church member or guest about why giving to this 
offering is important to them. Many people have 
been personally impacted by COVID-19 or know 
family, friends or relatives who were impacted by 
the many recent natural disasters—hurricanes, fires, 
mudslides, etc. Others have personal testimonies 
about helping to resettle refugees in their 
community—invite them to share. 

 � Read Mission Stories during worship services as 
“Mission Moments.”

 � Have a One Great Hour of Sharing sermon and 
children’s chat prior to the week you receive the 
offering. 

 � Use the worship resources during worship services 
and in small groups.

CELEBRATE! (During June)

 � Announce to the congregation the final result 
of their gifts and celebrate their generosity. 
Offer thanks and announce the gift total in your 
newsletter and worship bulletin. (If you did not meet 
your goal, celebrate what you have received and 
announce that you have set aside one or two more 
Sundays for people to give.)

FOLLOW-UP

 � Keep a record of promotional activities and what 
worked well for your church. Archive resources for 
future years.

 � Forward offering receipts to either your Regional 
Office or the ABC Mission Center, P.O. Box 851,  
Valley Forge, PA 19482. 

Continued from previous page
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Alternative schedule
Does your worship attendance drop in June? 
Does your Sunday school “shut down”? Consider 
receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
in May—before people get into summer mode. 
Receiving the offering on a Sunday with maximum 
attendance can make a big difference.

And now these three remain:  
faith, hope and love.  

But the greatest  
of these is love.   

1 Cor. 13:13
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Meet Your World Relief Committee

Have you ever wondered how the gifts that you give to the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering get to the places where they make a difference? This is the 
responsibility of the World Relief Committee (WRC or “Committee”). The 

Committee’s purpose is to support, enable and encourage emergency relief and 
disaster rehabilitation, development assistance, and ministry to displaced persons. 
The source of funds for this work is the gifts you give to the One Great Hour of 
Sharing annual offering.

The WRC is made up of people from different parts of our American Baptist life:

 � 7 voting members elected as follows:
• 2 from the Board of Directors of the American Baptist Foreign Mission 

Society;
• 2 from the Board of Directors of the American Baptist Home Mission 

Societies;
• 2 from the Board of General Ministries; and
• 1 from the Executive Committee of the American Baptist Women’s 

Ministries. 
 � 3 staff members: a representative each from the American Baptist Foreign 

Mission Society, the American Baptist Home Mission Societies, and the 
American Baptist Churches USA.

 � The World Relief Officer serves as staff to the committee.

The Committee meets face-to-face two days a year to consider development 
project proposals. Each individual project proposal is submitted via a completed 
application that is presented by the appropriate staff representative and then 
considered by the committee. A formal vote is taken on each project, and the 
approval process is followed by a time of prayer for the partners who will receive 
the funding and for the people whose lives will be made better in some way by 
the project. 

Although only the voting members vote on final decisions, all members have the 
opportunity to give input on each of the project requests prior to the decision 
being made.

The committee also receives and reviews the annual financial report of the income 
and use of all One Great Hour of Sharing monies. 

Your committee members are as follows:

Mrs. Janice Fletcher, North Kingstown, RI
Rev. Mia Chang, Princeton Junction, NJ
Rev. Corey Fields, Wilmington, DE
Rev. Ivan Greuter, Topeka, KS
Mr. Bill Poland, Ellis, KS
Rev. Christina Smith, Shaker Heights, OH
One vacancy—to be filled by Spring 2022
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One Great Hour of Sharing began seventy-three years ago in 
response to the devastation of World War II. On Saturday evening, 
March 26, 1949, a national broadcast titled “One Great Hour” 

featured a remarkable assembly of national leaders and celebrities. The 
33rd U.S. President, Harry S. Truman’s, radio address during the broadcast 
included the following:

“There are thousands of children in foreign lands today who have no 
memory of their parents, no knowledge of the meaning of the words 
"home" and "family," and who have forgotten what it feels like to have 
enough to eat. There are hopeless thousands who wander among the 
shattered towns seeking a place to rest, seeking security and a chance 
to begin their lives anew. There are many who pray to God only in secret, 
fearing persecution if they profess their beliefs openly.
It is hard for us to comprehend grief and distress such as this because we 
in America are so much more fortunate. Our country has been blessed 
with material riches. Our homes are secure. We can go to our churches and 
worship God as we desire. 
We know that we enjoy these great blessings not because of any special 
merit on our part, but because of the bounty of God. It is to His Providence 
that we owe the richness of our country and our heritage of freedom. Since 
these good things come to us from Him, we know that we must use them 
for the good of others in accordance with His will.”

The broadcast concluded by asking Americans to give generously the next 
morning in their churches. More than 75,000 churches responded. 
Today, Love remains. One Great Hour of Sharing serves people in over 80 
countries around the world. Sponsored by eight Christian U.S. denominations 
and Church World Service, One Great Hour of Sharing makes sure that we 
can respond to needs as soon as they happen and that tens of thousands of 
people receive support for ongoing relief, rehabilitation, and development.
The World Relief Committee of the American Baptist Board of General 
Ministries reviews each development project request funded by the One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering received from American Baptists. Gifts 
reach the ministries and people in need through a network of regional and 
international partnerships with the following:
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society (International Ministries)
American Baptist Home Mission Societies
Baptist World Aid – the compassionate arm of the Baptist World Alliance, 
supporting three areas of ministry: relief, development, and support of 
national partners.
Church World Service – Founded in 1946, Church World Service is a relief, 
development, and refugee assistance ministry supported by 36 Protestant, 
Orthodox, and Anglican denominations in the United States. Church 
World Service transforms communities around the globe through just and 
sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, displacement, and disaster. 

Did You Know?
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Harry S. Truman, 33rd U.S. President


